French for the Absolute Beginner – Week One Review

There are many different ways to greet people in French, from good morning, good end of the morning, good afternoon, good day, good evening, good end of the evening, good night, and everything in between!  

These four greetings are the most common, and will get you through the day:

Bonjour
Hello (In Quebec it is used as hello and goodbye; literally “good day”) 

         
Used anytime during the daylight hours 

Bonsoir 
Hello or goodbye in the evening or nighttime 

Au revoir 
Goodbye – Used anytime during the day

Salut 

Hi or Bye – Less formal than the above expressions

There are two ways to say “you” in French.  Vous is the formal and plural form of “you” and Tu is the informal form.  When you are addressing someone, you need to decide if you should use the formal Vous, or the informal Tu.

VOUS 

(formal and/or plural)
TU

 (informal singular)

More than one person
One person who is younger than you

An adult that you don’t know well
A friend or close co-worker

Someone in a position of authority
One family member

To ask someone their  name: 





Formal – Comment vous appelez-vous? 

What is his name? – Comment s’appelle-t-il.

Informal – Comment t’appelles-tu?


His name is Bob.  – Il s’appelle Bob.








What is her name? – Comment s’appelle-t-elle?

There is only one answer to either question:

Her name is Lucy.  – Elle s’appelle Lucy.

Je m’appelle (your name).

To ask how someone is doing:

Formal – Comment allez-vous?

Informal – Comment ça va?

To answer:

Ça va très bien!  (It’s going great!)

Ça va bien.  (It’s good.)

Ça va (comme ci, comme ça).  (It’s okay.)

Ça va mal.  (Not so good.)

Ça va très mal!  (Terrible!)

Here are a few other useful phrases:





Et vous?  And you?  (formal) Et toi?  And you?  (informal)


S’il vous plaît.  Please  (formal)


S’il te plaît.  Please (informal)


Merci (beaucoup).  Thank you (very much)


Je vous en prie.  You’re welcome. (formal)


Je t’en prie.  You’re welcome. (informal)


De rien.  Don’t mention it.  It’s nothing.  No problem.











